A systematic review of foot ulcer in patients with Type 2 diabetes mellitus. II: treatment.
To assess the value of treatments for foot ulcers in patients with Type 2 diabetes mellitus. A systematic review of interventions to treat diabetic foot ulcers. The evidence base for treating infections and dressing wounds is poor. A number of new and potentially promising treatments are being developed but currently available studies are often small, inadequately powered and use different methods and outcomes. Given the prevalence, morbidity and healthcare costs of diabetic foot disease, it is surprising that available trials provide inadequate evidence to improve upon current empirically based treatment approaches. Substantial effort and resources should be deployed in order to investigate both new and existing treatments in a co-ordinated, systematic and consistent manner, so that a proper evidence base can be established for this important disease area.